EAGLE 525

New Owner's Handbook
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Congratulations on your purchase of a new Eagle 525 Trailer Sailer, we at Morton Boats feel sure your Eagle will give you many hours of pleasure. You can rest assured that you have chosen a quality craft built specifically to your requirements by a small family firm where pride in workmanship, customer care and aftersales service are our watchword.

Included in this manual are our suggestions for you to get the best out of sailing your Eagle plus sections on towing, launching and retrieval.

Remember these are only suggestions and that there is no substitute for "good seamanship".

GOOD SAILING

TOWING

The all-up weight of your Eagle and Hallmark Dipper I Trailer, together with necessary equipment is approximately 850kg enabling the package to be safely towed by a normal 1600-1800 cc family car. The trailer is set up at our works and provided the boat is loaded evenly the drawbar weight should be correct.

A full instruction manual is provided by Indespension with every new trailer.

Always remember to tow at low speed to begin with and so familiarise yourself with the extra length and weight, care must obviously be taken when cornering or overtaking.

It is advisable to lower the keels on to the trailer axle when towing, this aids stability and lessens the weight on the fibreglass. 

PREPARING TO LAUNCH

Choose a level piece of ground with the boat head to wind, slide the mast back and insert the mast bolt through the tabernacle. Using the shockcord provided, attach the shrouds in the vertical position to the safety lines so preventing them buckling and bending when raising the mast.

With one person on the foredeck holding the luff spar the person in the cockpit first puts the mast on his shoulder and then pushes the mast up straight with locked arms and walks forward hand over hand. When the mast reaches about 45 degrees the person on the foredeck begins to assist with the raising.

Once up, the foredeck person fastens the luff spar to the vernier on the stemhead fitting, reeves the halyards and reefing lines through the appropriate turning blocks and cleats.

Tension the backstay and remove the crutch from the pushpit.

Attach the boom (with the main sail attached) to the gooseneck, first making sure the rams horns are in the 'up' position. The boom is held in the horizontal position by the topping lift (black rope through port stopper). Attach the spare halyard (from the masthead to the pulpit). This acts as a saver in the unlikely event of forestay failure.

Open the mast gate (slotted screw to enable the sail slugs to enter the mast track. Attach the main halyard (starboard) to the head of the sail and hoist, inserting the sliders as it goes up. When fully hoisted close the gate, the sail can now be lowered and flaked on to the boom using the sail ties to secure.

Next attach the kicking strap with the jammer at the mast end. Then the main sheet with the jammer at the pushpit end.

Raise the keels and secure. You are now reading for launching.

Reach your proposed launching site, preferably with a fairly steep slipway to enable the boat to float off the trailer with the wheels just below the surface of the water and the rear wheels of the car still out of the water.

It also makes life much easier if there is a pontoon.

LAUNCHING

Before launching attach two 6m warps to bow and stern plus three fenders to the side nearest to the pontoon.

Reverse the boat down until the water just covers the trailer wheels and at this point with a gentle tug the boat should float off.

GETTING UNDER WAY

If possible face the boat into the wind, let the keels down (slowly). Raise the mainsail and unfurl the jib, this of course can be carried out when under way on the motor.

REEFING

If the wind is above Force 3.5/4 a reef should be put in the main before leaving the pontoon. This is accomplished by releasing the main halyard and attaching the cringle on the luff of the sail to one of the rams horns at the gooseneck. Tension the main halyard and then pull hard on the red reefing line which exits the boom near the mast. This completes the reefing by tensioning the outhaul end of the sail which can now be tidied up with the attached pendants.

If a second reef is required adopt the same procedure and pull on the blue rope.

If the mainsail is reefed we suggest a few furls of the jib to keep the boat in balance.

CRUISING CHUTE

Before hoisting the chute, furl the jib and make sure the wind is 'aft the beam'. Feed the downhaul of the chute through the block on the stemhead and take back to a convenient cleat on the coachroof. Feed the sheets outside the shrouds and forestay and hoist with the multicoloured halyard. Take the sheet around the cleat on the stern and across the cockpit for the crew to fly.

MOTORING

The Eagle will accept most standard shaft outboards between 4 and 6 hp. Leave the tiller and rudder in place and the engine locked off. If a remote tank is proposed it is stored in the starboard locker.

RETRIEVING

Reverse the trailer into the water as when launching. Remember to fully raise the keels and with one person standing on the drawbar, with the winch hook at the ready, the other person gently guides the boat towards the trailer. Attach the winch hook as soon as possible and wind fully up. Draw the trailer out of the water and check that the boat is sitting centrally on the trailer.

PACKING AWAY

Let the keels down to the axle. Attach the crutch to the pushpit. Release all the halyards and sheets from their appropriate cleats. Remove the main sheet and kicking strap. Open the mast gate to enable the removal of the sail slugs from the mast then remove the boom with the main sail still attached.

Then reverse the raising process with one person on the foredeck and the other in the cockpit holding the mast with arms straight and walking back in the cockpit with the person on the foredeck assisting by holding the luff spar. Remove the tabernacle bolt and slide the mast forward on to the pulpit with about 1m overhang. Gather all the shrouds and halyards and tie to the mast inside the cockpit. Make safe the mast at the pulpit and in the crutch.

To prepare for towing, strap or rope to trailer halfway along the cockpit and over the foredeck. Make sure the winch strap is up tight.

GENERAL MAINTENANCE

The majority of the woodwork on your Eagle is hardwood and treated with 'Deks Ojla' DI Microporous Varnish. We strongly advise that you keep a small tin of Deks Ojla in your locker and occasionally during the sailing season wipe over all the woodwork with a cloth.

The rudder, tiller and interior woodwork are varnished. This will need rubbing down and re-varnishing each season.

At the end of the season wash all the glassfibre work with a preparatory cleaner and wax.

Page 4

